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NCJW Greater Philadelphia Section’s Mission To Disseminate The 
Lessons Of The Holocaust Buttressed By Efforts To Expand 
Mandates To Provide A Holocaust Curriculum 
Manya Perel Holocaust survivor and Judy Fried, NCJW member and 
Holocaust Awareness Museum Educational Center(HAMEC) Chairperson 
with US Congressman Brendan Boyle at the annual HAMEC dinner where 
they and seven other NCJW members heard Rep. Boyle announce his bi-
partisan efforts with Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick to have Holocaust lessons 
mandated in all 50 states. 
Pennsylvania became one of twelve states mandating the teaching of the 
Holocaust while a dozen more have a legislative mandate underway.                          

Our NCJW volunteers and supporters attended HAMEC’S 
58th Anniversary Annual Dinner(L to R) Ruth Hartz, Abby 
Gilbert, Cindi Pasceri, Janet Ecksel, Barbara Nussbaum, 
Judy Fried, Ellen Slepian and Donna Bader.

OUR NCJW VOLUNTEERS HELP OTHERS ACCESS LESSONS of the HOLOCAUST 
      Volunteer Judy Fried facilitated Survivor Manya      Volunteer, Freddi Sperling           Our annual NCJW 
      Perel’s sharing her personal experience of being     calls Greater Phila. Schools         Holocaust Essay 
      deprived of her human rights with 8th graders       to spur interest in HAMEC’s         Contest led by           
      at the Northwood Academy Charter School            Witness to History Program         Evelyn Goldhammer 

Public schools must teach the Holocaust

DECEMBER LUNCHEON   MEETING & 
PROGRAM 

INTERGENERATIONAL 
COMMUNICATION 

 WHAT ARE WE MISSING? 
What’s it like when a 70-year-old talks with a 20-year-old 
and vice versa? Do they really understand each other? 
How can we bridge our generational gaps by better 
understanding the experiences, styles, expectations and 
even the language steeped in each of the four now active 
generations?   

Tuesday, December 3, 2019 -- 11:30 a.m.

2 Flyers enclosed



SAVE THE DATES

Co-President's Message

Volunteers are needed to help HAMEC in their office the week of December 1. 
If you can help, please call or email Judy Fried at 215-266-0465 or judyfried38@gmail.com 

Tuesday, December 3, 2019 -- 11:30 a.m. 
  Luncheon, Meeting & Program  
  INTERGENERATIONAL COMMUNICATION – WHAT ARE WE MISSING? 
  REFORM CONGREGATION KENESETH ISRAEL 
  8339 OLD YORK ROAD ELKINS PARK, PA 19027 

Sunday, December 8    Volunteer at Ronald McDonald House 

Tuesday, January 14, 2020   12:45 P.M. 
     Matinee Movie Not My Life 
     Narrated by Glenn Close 

Thursday,April 23, 2020  (Evening meeting)     A Chat with Sarah Hurwitz 
  

    NCJW Section Board Meetings for 2019 
    Tuesday, December 10    Board Meeting 12:30 chat, 1:00 meeting

Sarah Hurwitz is the author of Here All Along: Finding Meaning, Spirituality, and a Deeper Connection to Life
—in Judaism (After Finally Choosing to Look There) She will introduce her new book and chat with our 
members. Sarah was senior speechwriter for President Barack Obama in 2009 and 2010 and head 
speechwriter for First Lady Michelle Obama from 2010 to 2017.  
She was appointed to the United States Holocaust Memorial Council by President Obama.

As I write to you this month, we will shortly be celebrating American Thanksgiving and the 
wonderful festival of lights…. Hanukkah. How wonderful that both of these traditional 
holidays occur closely together.  As Jews, we sit together, and recite a Motzi, giving thanks 
for the bread we are about to eat. Giving thanks is a Jewish value and we stress the 
importance of being grateful for food, family and community. This we will do as we sit 
around the Thanksgiving Day table with family and friends. Some believe the early Pilgrims, 
who came to America for religious freedom, viewed their journey to America in a similar 
way the Israelites did when they fled Egypt for freedom in another land. Like the Jewish 
people, they too gave thanks for the food they were about to eat.  
With Hanukkah, we celebrate the rededication of the Temple in Jerusalem and the significance of lights. We 
celebrate the power of Hanukkah where the small group of Israelites overcame the mighty in order to preserve 
their freedom. How I remember sitting with my extended family each year as we lighted the candles, sang 
songs, and retold this beautiful story. 
We, in NCJW are grateful for each other, our ability to work together to “speak out” for social justice and to 
provide our community with important acts of kindness in our community service work. We have much to be 
proud of. 
I am grateful for all of you and thankful to be able to represent you as an NCJW President. I am thankful to 
have participated with you in a fantastic Membership event, chaired by two competent women, Ellen Mirbach 
and Donna Spector.  I am also thankful to join you in our upcoming Taste of Culture Day, as we honor the life of 
Ruth Bader Ginsberg, whose life serves as a role model for our NCJW work. I know we can all look forward to 
more exciting educational programs as well as more social and advocacy activities and events that represent 
our mission.  
As we rededicate ourselves to continue our collective work, I hope you will consider making a financial Tzedakah 
contribution to our section. This will enable us to continue the work we do to make a difference in the lives of 
others and to make the world a better place. If you choose to do so, please make your contribution to, NCJW 
Greater Philadelphia Section and mail to:                                           
       Pearl Tragash     Thank you and B’Shalom 
          4331 Meridian Blvd    Barbara Nussbaum 
                                       Warrington, PA 18976       
        

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michelle_Obama
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michelle_Obama


Denise Kahn  Barbara Wertheimer  😇  Eileen Sklaroff 
As membership vice-presidents, we welcome our new members to call us regarding any questions you may 
have. 
              Ellen Mirbach        Donna Spector 
    Please contact:      semirbach@gmail.com or queenaheartsds@hotmail.com 
    215-771-5311    215-886-0640 

We will be delighted to send out membership packets. 
Membership Dues: Annual $45  (Be an Angel $55 😇 )* 

Please LIKE us on our Facebook page 
Search our full name "National Council Of Jewish Women Greater Philadelphia Section” 

 *For an additional $10, you can achieve "angel" 😇  status which increases the number of people we can assist.

If you have changed your address, phone number 
and/or email or if you hear of a member's passing, 
p l e a s e c o n t a c t H a r r i e t W i n o k u r 
harrietwinokur@gmail.com

$50 GIANT CASH CARDS 
GIANT cards are available for purchase.   

Please contact  Roz Fudell.  267-939-4424 

Center City Book Group 
Wednesday, December 11 
An American Marriage  
 by Tayari Jones 
Hostess: Audrey Block 
Leader: Helene Sternberg 

Thanks to Phyllis Barsky for 
hosting and to Maryellen Blass for 
l e ad i ng ou r d i s cu s s i on o f 
Educated. Great meeting. 

For more information contact 
Audrey Block at 215-688-0094 
or ablock1919@comcast.net

   News about our Membership Social Committee! 
We are looking for members who would like to plan and participate in activities such 
as lunches, movies followed by discussions, cards, bridge, Mahjong or whatever 
might interest you. 
We are hoping to form geographic groups in Center City, Northeast Philadelphia and 
Bucks and Montgomery Counties. 
                                 Contact Ann Pollock for information. 
     215-773-0594 apollock1229@yahoo.com 

     MahJong Thursdays  
      Our NCJW Greater Philadelphia Section members  are playing MahJong on Thursday 
      afternoons. We meet at Panera on The Fairway at 12:30. If you are interested in    

            playing, please call or text Sherry Kohn Eisman. 215-208-0550

Afternoon Book Club 
 Thursday, December 19  
The House of Broken Angel 
 by Luis Alberto Urrea 
  
Moderator: Maria Rosen 
Hostess:  Betsy Parziale 
  
For more information: 
Contact Susan at 
seamcrazy@verizon.net 
or 215-542-0712 

Evening Book Club 
Tuesday, December 10      
Three Floors Up by Eshol Nevo 
Facilitator-Lee Tonik 
Hostess-Evelyn Goldhammer 
Thank you to Etta Nissman for 
facilitating and to Nancy Fagan for 
hosting the October meeting.  
Thank you to Joan Sax for 
facilitating and to Susan Horwitz for 
hosting the November meeting. 
For more information: 
Contact Joan Sax at 215-947-9166 
or joansax@comcast.net.

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS

mailto:ablock1919@comcast.net
mailto:ablock1919@comcast.net
mailto:seamcrazy@verizon.net
mailto:harrietwinokur@gmail.com
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National Council of Jewish Women 
Greater Philadelphia Section 

DECEMBER LUNCHEON  

MEETING & PROGRAM 

Tuesday, December 3, 2019 -- 11:30 a.m.REFORM CONGREGATION KENESETH ISRAEL 

8339 OLD YORK ROAD ELKINS PARK, PA 19027 

INTERGENERATIONAL COMMUNICATION – WHAT ARE WE MISSING? 

What’s it like when a 70-year-old talks with a 20-year-old and vice versa? Do they really understand 
each other? How can we bridge our generational gaps by better understanding the experiences, 
styles, expectations and even the language steeped in each of the four now active generations 
(traditionalists, baby boomers, gen-x and millennials)?   

JT Kendall, the program manager of Temple University’s Intergenerational Center, will be our speaker. 

RSVP REQUIRED BY FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2019 
PLEASE BE AWARE THAT THERE WILL BE SEPARATE TABLES FOR PAID LUNCHEON ATTENDEE 

SEATING  
& OTHERS RESERVED FOR THOSE ATTENDING THE PROGRAM ONLY 

Questions?  Call Char Kurland (215) 805-3006, Joyce Eveloff (215) 906-4315, Donna Bader (856) 303-9616 

Please Mail Checks Made Payable to NCJW & the reservation form below to: 
Margie Zukerman  --  5106 Meridian Blvd  --  Warrington, PA 18976 

NO CHECKS OR CASH WILL BE ACCEPTED AT THE DOOR 
CHECKS & RESERVATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY NOVEMBER 29, 2019 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING HOUSEHOLD SUPPLIES FOR DAWNS PLACE 

⃝   I am joining you for lunch. My check includes $20.00 for me. (DUE BY NOVEMBER 29) 

⃝   I am attending the program but do not want to eat any lunch. (FREE FOR MEMBERS) 

Member Name _________________________________  Phone ____________________  

Email  ________________________________________ 

⃝  I have guests attending for the program and luncheon & $25.00 for each is included with my check.  
      (DUE BY NOVEMBER 29) 

Guests’ Names Attending Luncheon and Program: 

_____________________________________________   

⃝   I have guests attending for the program only (without lunch) & $5.00 for each is included with my check 

        (DUE BY NOVEMBER 29) 

Guests’ Names Attending Program Only: 

_____________________________________________  

........................................................................................................................................................



The National Council of Jewish Women 
Greater Philadelphia Section 

Matinee Movie & Speaker 
Tuesday, January 14, 2020   12:45 P.M. 

Free Event 
Snacks Included 

Human Trafficking Documentary  

Not My Life 
Narrated by Glenn Close 

Speaker: 

Alexis Krieger 
Victim Specialist, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Member of the FBI’s National Victim Services Response Team 

January is Human Trafficking Awareness Month.  In observance, we will present Not My Life, which 
documents human trafficking on a global scale.  It takes viewers into a world where millions of children 
are exploited through an array of practices including forced labor and sexual enslavement. 

Not My Life also provides a message of hope.  We meet survivors who have gone on to lead fulfilling and 
productive lives, as well as the selfless men and women who fight human trafficking every day. 

Alexis Krieger, a Victim Specialist with the FBI, and an expert in combatting human trafficking, will then 
discuss the issues raised in the movie. 

REFORM CONGREGATION KENESETH ISRAEL 
8339 OLD YORK ROAD 
ELKINS PARK, PA 19027 

Guests Invited 
Movie will start promptly at 1:00 PM 

RSVP by Friday, January 10, 2020 for Seating  

Questions: Call Donna Bader (856) 303-9616; Joyce Eveloff (215) 906-4315; Gerrie Greene (215) 402-0887 

Member Name: ____________________________ Member Phone:  _______________________ 

Total Number of Members & Guests Attending this January 14 Free Program:   _______ 

Mail to:  Margie Zukerman 
5106 Meridian Blvd. 
Warrington, PA 18976

........................................................................................................................................................



CHECK OUT OUR NEW  
NATIONALLY CONNECTED WEBSITE  

www.ncjwphiladelphia.org 
What’s new: 
NCJW National will be providing our new site with 
news, nationally and internationally, and opportunities 
for all members to engage in actions together.  

We welcome your ideas to broaden our content! 

Questions or suggestions:  
contact Mal Gran at hgranncjw@gmail.com

THIS MONTH’S FEATURED ADVERTISER 

Pat is a member of our section and has helped a 
number of our members in buying and/or selling their 
homes. See her picture on page 7 at the celebration 
breakfast for the extension of the Chestnut St. Ronald 
McDonald House.  

Members: Please support our advertisers 

If you know of someone who would like to advertise 
with us… 
Contact: Pearl Tragash 215-302-3586.  
Business size cards are $50 for 10 issues of our 
Bulletin.

NCJW BOARD APPROVES  GRANTS TO THREE LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS 

The NCJW Greater Philadelphia Section Board approved grants to the following three 
Philadelphia area non-profit organizations at its meeting on November 6th.      

The organizations receiving funding are the Mitzvah Circle Foundation (MCF), 

Rubye's Kids and the Beth Sholom Congregation Mitzvah Food Pantry.  

The Mitzvah Circle Foundation is a non-profit organization that provides material support to 
individuals and families dealing with crisis, poverty, homelessness and serious illness.  MCF 
provides essential resources through three programs: Critical Needs, Diaper Bank and Period Supplies. 

Rubye's Kids was started 26 years ago as a holiday party for 75 inner city children and currently provides gift 
bags for about 500 K-4 students in two high poverty Philadelphia schools.  The children receive gift bags 
containing a hat and gloves, toiletries and school supplies.  The children have the opportunity to select a 
significant toy/sports equipment and a book for their holiday gift.  This event has been expanded to help 
children throughout the year with six Rubye's Kids Learning Centers with libraries, games and computers in 
homeless shelters and annually purchases winter coats for children in shelters. 

The Beth Sholom Congregation Mitzvah Pantry provides food to members of the community who experience 
food insecurity.  With this funding, the Pantry will be able to provide more nutritious options for these families, 
such as fresh produce. 

The Grants Committee members are Paula Bursztyn Goldberg, Sandy Fryer, Judith Ginsberg, Joan Sax, Diane 
Steinbrink and Wendy Rader, Committee Chairperson.  We encourage non-profit organizations to apply to its 
grant program for consideration of funding opportunities. 

UPDATE FROM THE GRANTS COMMITTEE  
Dear Members, our Section’s Grants Committee awards small grants to organizations that assist through their 
programs and initiatives the needs of women, children and families. Please take a moment and think of 
organizations that you support or are familiar with and either contact us directly or ask them to submit a grant 
request. They must qualify as a IRC 501(c)(3) organization. 
Feel free to contact Wendy Rader, Grants Committee Chairperson, at wrbarbiegirl50@gmail.com 
or 215 657-9347 with information or questions.

126 YEARS OF POWERFUL JEWISH WOMEN 

NCJW confronts today's most urgent social and 
economic challenges facing women, children and 
families. Powered by the Jewish imperative to 
ensure dignity for all, we impact policy, advocate for 
justice, and support the community. Your voice has 
never been more essential and our voices together 
make a meaningful difference in the world. 

   Become A Member 
Call us at    Visit us at 
215-302-3586               ncjwphiladelphia.org 

                    

mailto:wrbarbiegirl50@gmail.com
mailto:wrbarbiegirl50@gmail.com
http://www.ncjwphiladelphia.org
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INCLUDE NCJW Greater Philadelphia Section in your estate planning, 
You can help its important work continue for years to come.  

Celebrating a simcha or have one you would like NCJW to recognize? 
  We will make a note of it.  An acknowledgement to you and the recipient is our pleasure. 

What a great way to share by making a donation to our Greater Philadelphia Section. 
     For information, call 215-302-3586 and leave a message for Pearl Tragash, Treasurer.

Sponsoring an event for a minimum of $100.00 in honor of a special event or person in your life, or in 
memory of an important person is a great way to do a double mitzvah!  You are honoring the person or event 
and helping NCJW.  You can share this sponsorship between friends.  Your name ( or names)  will be on the 
invitation flyer.  This is a lovely and meaningful way to support our NCJW section! 

Please consider sponsoring an upcoming event. 
Just call Patti First at 215 887-1888 

and tell us what event you'd like to sponsor.

Supplies needed for Dawn's Place - Shelter for Survivors of Sex Trafficking 
 Household cleaners, laundry soap, dish liquid, paper napkins, paper towels, toilet paper (single-ply only!), 
personal grooming products.… also NEW single bed sheets and non-perishable food.  

  Support Holocaust survivors and liberators as they continue to educate 
school children throughout the Delaware Valley.   
NCJW is asking anyone with a few hours to spare to sign up for The Holocaust Awareness 
Museum and Education Center.  The center will be happy to train anyone who is willing to 
help whether it means driving and/or facilitating.  Please contact me. I will be happy to 
share details with you. Thank you,          
     Judy Fried     (215) 245-1309      judyfried38@gmail.com

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 
Join our wonderful NCJW group of volunteers at our adopted Benjamin Franklin 

Elementary School now in our fifth year.  Work with our first and second graders to 
help them accomplish pre-reading and  higher reading skills with our one to one 

concentrated time and encouragement.   
Please call Harriet Gran at 215-206-1026 or email hgranncjw@gmail.com. 

                 ITS TIME TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR  
                    GREATER PHILADELPHIA SECTION'S 

                  VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES.

NCJW volunteers at Ronald McDonald House at Front St. & Erie Ave. provide 
breakfast and more to families staying there from out-of-town while their 
critically ill children receive treatment at St. Christopher's Hospital.  To all 
participants in this "nourishing" program, know that you make a meaningful 
difference. Unforgettable are the words of one parent who looked at our 
volunteer group and said, wistfully,  "this is what my mother would do for 

me if she could be here." Interested in becoming a volunteer? We arrive at 
8:15 so we can set up and have food ready by 9:00.  

        December 8  

Please give me at least 2 weeks notice on date(s) you can participate.          Call Zelda Stern at  215-394-8335 

THERE ARE MANY WAYS TO CONTRIBUTE

 Tribute cards for special occasions and memorials  
Our new section card is selling 6 for $25 or $5 each.Purchase the cards at a meeting  

or contact Fran Radel and she will send a card for you.              
Contact Fran at 610-584-9234 (home) 610-304-3908 (cell)  or Email: fran@markradel.com 

mailto:hgranncjw@gmail.com
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Taste of Culture:     The Notorious RBG: The Life and Times of Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
Our NCJW Section’s Taste of Culture Program at the National Museum of American Jewish History featured the 
first museum retrospective about the extraordinary life of U.S. Supreme Court Justice, Ruth Bader Ginsburg.  
The very large turnout was not surprising when you consider that the attendees are members of NCJW, an 
organization known for its advocacy and activism for the rights of women, children, and families for over 125 
years.

DAWN’S PLACE TURNS 10 YEARS OLD!!!!!

“Beh ind the scenes” NCJW Greater 
Philadelphia Section has sustained support of 
Dawn’s Place clients, who are victims of sex-
trafficking, with donations of household 
goods, toiletries, linens, etc.  On October 5, 
Section members were on the scene to 
celebrate the 10th Anniversary of Dawn’s 
Place.  Pictured here representing our 
section are left to right are: Phyllis Barsky, 
Lynne Jacobs, Gerrie Greene, Rhonda 
Mandel  and Betsy Parziale.

Two NCJW members and fans: 
President Barbara Nussbaum with 
Rosalie Marcus 

RBG looking over the shoulders of l. to r. 
Linda Lempert, Susan Horwitz, Charlotte 
Schwartz NCJW member and Museum 
Docent, and Linda Dzuba.



We had a social get together at Giant Market for a cooking class. 
We prepared pizza, chocolate chip cookies, and salad. Those who 
attended, starting from the left Ann Pollock, Joan Non, Ellen 
Mirbach, Donna Bader, Lynn Album, Janet Ecksel, Patti First, and 
Donna Spector. A great time was had by all that attended. Chef 
Dan was wonderful with giving directions. Thank you to all that 
attended.      Ann Pollock 
      Social Committee 

❤ ❤ ❤   NCJW COMFORT FOOD  ❤ ❤ ❤

NCJW Section volunteers Fern Klein, Zelda Stern, Susan 
Chace, Rhena Kelsen,  Richard Fried, Judy Fried and Susan 
Handis reflect the rewards of providing nourishment to the 
families at the Ronald McDonald House.

Our NCJW Ronald McDonald 
House Volunteer Project 
Leader, Zelda Stern, signaling 
a thumbs up.

Our NCJW Ronald McDonald House Volunteer Project 
Leader, Zelda Stern was not able to attend but our 
members (L to R) Pat Tagliolini, Susan Handis and 
Phyllis Barsky enjoyed breakfast celebrating the 
extension of the Chestnut St Ronald McDonald House.

Did You Say Exercise 
or Extra Fries ?!!!



Stress Free Moving
&

Affordable Design
to

Suit “Your” Unique Style

  SUSAN K. SNELLENBURG
VACATION SALES ASSOCIATE

610 GERMANTOWN PIKE, SUITE 180, PLYMOUTH MEETING, PA 19462     
610-825-9010  • Fax 610-825-4588  •. 1-800-438-7802 

Email: ssnellenburg@rvacations.com



OFFICERS   2019-2020

Lynne Jacobs               
NCJW National Board Director 
 and State Policy Advocate

Co-Presidents  Barbara Nussbaum  barban@aol.com     215-280-0046  
    Cindi Pasceri    vpasce@gmail.com    215-205-0133  

Fundraising    Linda Abrams   Lrabrams@gmail.com   215-266-2566  
Vice Presidents  Patti First   patal16@verizon.net   215 887-1888  

Membership   Donna Spector    queenaheartsds@hotmail.com  215-886-0640  
Vice Presidents  Ellen Mirbach   semirbach@gmail.com   215-771-5311  

Program    Donna Bader   DRBader@comcast.net   856 303-9616  
Vice Presidents  Joyce Eveloff   jeveloff369@aol.com   215 283-9277 
    Charlene Kurland  chaky@aol.com    215-657-1061  

Community Services  Charlotte Schwartz  charlotters6@comcast.net   215-817-1774  
Vice President    

Advocacy       Linda Lempert  lindazlempert@gmail.com   215 884-5906  
Vice President 

Treasurer        Pearl Tragash    

Assistant Treasurer     Margie Zukerman   

Recording Secretary     Susan Chace 

Corresponding Secretary     Bobbie Berman 

Financial Secretary      Harriet Winokur 

Directors-at-Large 
Janet Ecksel    Wendy Rader 
Judy Fried    Celia Rothkopf 
Paula Bursztyn Goldberg  Kay Skloff 
Evelyn Goldhammer   Diane Steinbrink 
Diane Plotnick    Judy Wenzel

Harriet Gran, Editor.        hgranncjw@gmail.com 

Mal Gran,  Website Manager

                               GOODIES FOR THE GOOD GUYS! 

One of our most popular volunteer activities is approaching. 

Join our warm and friendly assembly lines of our Section members who 
assemble trays of cookies and\or seasonal candy for local police, fire fighters, first 
responders and hospital ER staff who work on Christmas.  Your goodies, which can be 

homemade or store bought, are distributed to our “good guys” places of work.  Those who 
deliver the treats are rewarded with big smiles of gratitude. 

Our assembly lines are held at the homes of the members listed 
below. If you are interested, please contact: 
     Lynda Myers myerslynda1@gmail.com (Montgomery County) 
     Amy Beitman beitmom@msn.com (Bucks County) 
     Michelle Utain joyfulmiss@aol.com (Bucks county) 

Lynda Myers and Amy Beitman will be hosting this activity in their 
homes on Friday, December 20.  Please contact Michelle regarding 
her planned schedule.

GOODIES FOR THE GOOD GUYS 2018
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Menashi Confirmation a Stain on the Integrity of the Senate, Judiciary 
November 14, 2019 – Washington, DC – The National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW) 
today expressed disappointment at the confirmation of Steven Menashi to the US Court 
of Appeals for the Second Circuit. NCJW Chief Policy Officer Jody Rabhan released the 
following statement: 
“Today, the Senate gave Steven Menashi lifetime access to preside over our fundamental 
rights – from reproductive and voting rights to gun violence prevention and beyond. The 
National Council of Jewish Women strongly condemns his confirmation. The integrity of the nation’s 
judiciary depends on its complete independence and insulation from politics; unfortunately, h i g h l y 
partisan nominees like Menashi continue to be approved by the Senate  
without regard to their biases or other disqualifying qualities. Menashi has called for “ethnonationalism,” worked 
to help roll back protections for survivors of sexual assault, and worked in the White House as a legal advisor to 
advance unconscionable immigration policies like family separation. Notably, Menashi refused to answer 
questions related to his work in the White House during his judiciary committee hearing. His positions go against 
our Jewish values of loving the stranger and treating all with dignity. Menashi does not belong in a position that 
allows him to decide the fate of our most vulnerable populations for generations to come. 
“Despite our extreme disappointment today, NCJW will continue to push for fair and independent judges to be 
appointed to our federal courts, for the benefit of women, children, and families everywhere. We will not let the 
appointment of Steven Menashi distract us from being vigilant about protecting our courts.” 
            NCJW NEWS & UPDATE

Dear Friends,
 It is simply disgraceful that Steven Menashi was confirmed last week to a lifetime position on the federal 
bench. Despite having worked on immigration policy at the White House alongside Stephen Miller. (Sorry to say 
that like Stephen Miller, Menashi is Jewish. Clearly, they both lack Jewish values.) Despite Menashi having 
served as Betsy DeVos’s right-hand man, working against sexual assault survivors, students of color, students 
with disabilities, and LGBTQ people. Despite the fact that the president who nominated him is involved in an 
impeachment hearing. And despite all our advocacy efforts.
Are we gonna just give up? NO WAY. 
When you call or send a letter to Sen.Toomey to voice your disappointment over yet another vote where he 
marched in lockstep on purely party lines, you can also let him know how you feel about the next two horrible 
nominees who will be voted on. 
Sarah E. Pitlyk, nominated to the US District Court for the Eastern District of Missouri, earned a unanimous 
“Not Qualified” rating from the nonpartisan American Bar Association for her lack of experience and has built a 
career out of undermining reproductive health care, from abortion to in-vitro fertilization (IVF) to birth control.
Lawrence VanDyke, nominated to the US Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, has dedicated his career to 
anti-reproductive rights and anti-LGBTQ causes and earned a rating of “Not Qualified” from the nonpartisan 
American Bar Association for his temperament, bias, and lack of relevant knowledge.
Remember, these biased, far-right nominees, beholden to President Trump, will wield power on the bench in 
their districts but that will affect what happens in our federal courts here in Pennsylvania and throughout the 
federal judiciary. They will rule on every aspect of our lives. And because these are lifetime positions, their 
decisions will affect us, our children, and our grandchildren. 
Call or email Senator Toomey and tell him that as his constituent, you are horrified that Menashi was confirmed, 
and that Pitlyk and VanDyke lack the most basic qualifications—a qualified rating from the ABA—and don’t 
deserve his vote. Call (202) 224-4254  or go to https://www.toomey.senate.gov/?p=contact. 
Call or email Senator Casey as well, and ask him to do more. He has tremendous influence and must reach 
across the aisle to fight against the egregious court-stacking under Trump, McConnell, and Graham. Call Casey’s 
DC office: (202) 224-6324, or leave a comment on his website page: https://www.casey.senate.gov/contact 
Forward this email personally to those friends and loved ones who share our values.  For anyone outside of 
Pennsylvania, the switchboard for the Senate is (202)224-3121. As always, the bottom line ask is “confirm only 
fair and independent federal judges.” 

Eleanor Levie
Judicial Nominations Advocacy Chair, National Council of Jewish Women – PA

https://www.toomey.senate.gov/?p=contact
https://www.casey.senate.gov/contact
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National Council of Jewish Women is a grassroots organization of volunteers and advocates who turn 
progressive ideals into action.  Inspired by Jewish values, NCJW strives for social justice by improving the 
quality of life for women, children and families and by safeguarding individual rights.   
We are a 501 (c)3 nonprofit organization. Our National web site is www.NCJW.org

National Council of Jewish Women
Harriet Winokur 
732 Johns Lane 
Ambler, PA 
19002-2616
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